What would you write in your obituary?
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By GARY ANDREWS
gary@gadevotionals.com
Many years ago when I taught a course of Journalism in high school, I asked the students to do
something they all despised. It was something out of the ordinary and really an article that made
them think about their life and the direction it was headed in. Their assignment was to write their
own obituary.
Many of the students came to me and said they didn’t know what to say. I told them to say
something about what their life stood for, speak about their family, talk about their church and
civic activities, and say something about their accomplishments and how their actions made life
better for people around them.
These students did a good job and many of them told me how it made them think about the
direction their life was headed. So many of us today don’t take the time and realize the direction
our life is headed. All we want to do is what is good for the moment and don’t realize what the
long term effect will be on us, our loved ones, or our friends and neighbors.
I often wonder if all English teachers in schools around the nation required every student to
write their own obituary, what effect this would have on their future. Would it have changed the
lives of some incarcerated drug addicts and dealers that watched the news media and thought
that it was a life of glamour and money? I have to wonder if some of the teenage pregnancies
would have been avoided.
What would some of our people say about abortion?
Maybe some of our government officials that voted to take God out of our schools would have a
different outlook for our society. What would their friends and family say if in their obituary it
read that they were the ones responsible for dispensing with Bible teachers and readings from
our public systems?
Writing your own obituary is not an easy task. Take a few minutes and try it on your own and
see what you come up with.
Prayer: Lord God, thank you for another day of life. I pray that I may be a witness for you in
everything that I do and say. Lead me in the direction that is pleasing to you and let me get out
of the way. Amen.
(Suggested daily Bible readings: Sunday – Ecclesiastes 6:1-12; Monday – 1 Thessalonians
5:12-19; Tuesday – Deuteronomy 20:5-9; Wednesday – Proverbs 7:1-5; Thursday – Ephesians
5:15-21; Friday – John 12:42-43; Saturday – Psalm 139:1-18.)
Gary Andrews is the author of Encouraging Words: 30-days in God’s Word. To obtain a copy go
to his website www.gadevotionals. com.
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