A random, but interesting thought for everybody
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As a sports fan, I’m always reading articles on the Internet and watching SportsCenter
highlights until I fall asleep. Sometimes I come across things that are completely stupid. Other
times there I find myself asking who cares.
Then there are other times that are interesting, unique and great to read. Those articles are the
ones I try and localize so that I may write my own column using their idea.
Here goes another one.
Sports Illustrated’s Joe Poznan’s (winner of the 2011 National Sports Writer of the Year)
recently wrote a column for SI.com, titled For Your Soul, that made me wonder for hours and I
still haven’t come up with my answer.
The premise is this: You’re trapped for eternity in rush hour traffic in downtown Dallas and the
only thing on the radio being played is Justin Beiber. The devil offers you one chance at leaving
the traffic for a beach in Hawaii, unlimited bar and a big-screen television with every channel
imaginable.
The deal was you can pick any athlete in his prime and what sport they’d play. The devil, on the
other hand, sets the terms. Posnanski’s example is you might choose Mike Tyson in his youth
(prior to the ear-biting) and boxing, but the devil can pick Ali, when he was young and knittable,
in a big ring. (If a team sport is chosen the rest of the team is filled with random individuals of
equal talent.)
Get the idea?
Now, so this makes sense for a Yazoo City newspaper, let’s limit this idea to just high school
players from Yazoo County. You get to choose a player from when they played high school in
Yazoo, but the devil gets to set the terms.
For instance, you could pick Manchester’s Maggie Hughes and running, but the devil could
turnaround and pick the former Benton star Annalee Pierce and have the face off in a marathon.
What would you think of that race?
Or you may pick Fletcher Cox and football, but the devil picks Matt Peaster and the game is
played in the New Orleans Superdome for its fast turf (remember, the other 20 players are
equally talented).
Would you be confident in either of those choices to get out of the eternity of downtown Dallas
rush hour? Having lived in Dallas for nearly 18 years, you may want to choose wisely
(especially if you think Yazoo gets busy at 5 p.m.).
It can be any sport and any athlete. The only restriction is the athlete had to of played their high
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school days in Yazoo county.
Who would you pick? It’s not easy is it? Whatever you choose though, I’d love to hear it. Send
me an email to taylor@yazooherald.net with the athlete you’d want to send you to that beach in
Hawaii where the drinks are free.
I’ll even go first.
I’d pick Manchester’s Mary Moses Hitt and tennis. I don’t care who the devil sends out or what
type of surface the match is played on. An undefeated tennis player is an undefeated tennis
player.
I look forward to reading your selections while I work on my tan, drinking my free drink.
Taylor Mitchell is the sports editor of The Yazoo Herald. He can be reached at
taylor@yazooherald.net
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